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as a nation or as individuals. But these little books and 

soL oche, indication, give ns pause " Government” said, Let all 
1 , rommon objects of the country. We have already 

had occas"ion to notice Mr. Roundell’s Village School Reader, and 
now come these admirable little books by certainly one of the most 
canable and attractive authorities we possess on the subjects they 
d 1 with ‘‘They are written in the simplest language, ' says the 
auLr “so as to be fit foi each class to read aloud, but the 
information given in them requires explanation and illustration by the 
teacher I have in fact tried to make each lesson the groundwork of oral 
teaching in the course of which the children should be encouraged to 
observe to bring in specimens and to ask questions/’ The first book deals 
with Wild Life in Woods and Fields in the only order for the naturalist, 
that is, the order in which the things chance to occur. The lessons are on 
Spiders on the Common, The Woodpecker^ s Nest, Spring- Flowers, A 
Family of Squirrels, jNuts and N^tit Faters, Peter s C^at, etc., etc. J.he 
chapter on Spring Flowers affords an admirable illustration of Mrs. 
Fisher’s method— the only true one we believe. Thiee children go out in 
April and find daffodils, and then— “ If you dig up a daffodil plant you will 
find that it has a bulb like an onion. Paul says this is why it blooms so 
early. It stores up food in the bulb in the autumn. Then it uses this food 
in January to make its leaves and flowers.’' The children chance on a 
daffodil bulb, one of them has a notion of why, and there is a by- the- way 
allusion to an onion ; that is all for the present. As the years go on 
they will find another and another and another bulbous plant. The same 
notion of “ why will continually occur. By natural degrees, and all on 
their own account, they learn to generalise and classify. This is as it 
should be. We do not believe that the definitions and neat classifications to 
be had in botany books ever become a part of a child’s real knowledge. 
The illustrations, coloured and plain, are purely delightful. Mrs. Fisher 
says : “ Ihe charming illustrations, executed by Mr. A. Fairfax Mackley, 

will enable the children to identify the animals and plants mentioned.” 
The second book of the series is called By Pond and River, and intro- 
duces us to flogs, dragon-flies, sticklebacks, water-hens, otters and much 
/ \^ D books are — (3) Plants in Field and Garden, 
r ^ Air, (5) Trees and Shrubs, (6) Insect Life, Messrs. 

have done the country a service in producing these little 
the sub^ct^ notice in detail because we have had many inquiries on 


the “P.R.” letter bag. 

iThe Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents. 

Dear Editor —My attention has been directed by one of the many 
members of your Union, who are also members of the Selborne Society to 
the letter, signed “A Mother,” in your September issue, in which the 
writer states that the Selborne Society views with equanimity, or takes no 
steps to check the extermination of our wild flowers. This, madam, is 
very far from being the case. The subject has been alluded to, in very 
forcible language, at each of the tw^o latest annual meetings of our 
Society, by our president. Lord Avebury, and by our vice-president, Mr. 
James Bryce. In the case, inaccurately referred to by your correspondent, 
in which a raid was perpetrated upon the flowers of the New Forest, not 
by any “ Society,” but by the Technical Educational Committee of the 
Essex County Council, the Selborne Society at once protested in its 
official organ. Nature Notes, for July ; and since then the Council of the 
Society, at the suggestion of its President, has been considering, in 
conjunction with the United Devon Association, the possibility of 
supplementing its persuasive efforts by legislation. The protection of 
wild plants has, from the first, been one of the objects of the Selborne 
Society, and, with this object in view, it has cordially co-operated with 
Mr. Henry Correvon, of Geneva, with reference to the Alpine flora. 
Your correspondent would have been better advised had she consulted the 
publications or authorities of the Selborne Society before accusing it of 
apathy in this matter. j yours faithfully, 

Richmond, October 2/\th, 1901. G. S. Boulger, F.L.S. 

Editor of Nature Notes : the Selborne 
Society s Magazine. ’ ’ 
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Edited by Miss Ritsskll, Sec.. 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 

To whom all Bon. Local Secs. ai e rei^uested to send 

matters of interest connected with their oranches, also 6 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

N.B.— Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 

I am asked by Mr. E. W. Swanton, of the Educational Museum. 

Haslemere, be had 

of which mention was made in 1 P P fnr the delay, and to 

/rom me now. He wishes applied to hint as 

e'l'hLThel: iX - 

this Schedule please enclose .o’, for ^ ^ 

Sec, P» N- E* G 

cA Vi/vtnria .Street. London, S.W. 
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NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places: — 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. 

Copenhagen. 

Croydon. — Names may be sent pro tem. to P. Rands, Esq., Brighty, 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Dublin.— Names may be sent pro tem. to Rev. J. D. Osborne, 
4, Mountjoy Square, Dublin. 

Esher. 

Guildford. — Names may be sent pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. 

Kidderminster. — Branch started : see list on page ii. of advertisements. 
Manchesier. — Mrs. Freston, 6, St. Paul’s Road, Kersal, Manchester, 
will receive names of people interested in this Branch (pro tem.). 
Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

Prestbury. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Winchester. — Branch started : see list on page iii. of advertisements 
Woking. Branch started: see list on page iii. of advertisements. 
Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 

riends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Russell, 26, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 


Belgrama. On Tuesday, Dec. loth. Miss Montgomery will lecture on 
Sdt-reUance and Public Opinion," at 65, Queen's Gate, S,W„ at four 


DULTON. — 


GramTr,t.r c k f u ! branch was given on Oct. 28th, at tl 

lecture was a rH: Permission of Mr. Lyde, the head master. Tf 

Annie Evan lantern illustrations, for children, by Mi: 

-s were present and the Tectu, 

■'The Growth ofaTown" 'V" ° 

Bournemouth ANn Rncr^^ Grammar School, at four o’clock, 
very interesting^ nan COMBE,— At the meeting on Oct. 29th, 

in reference to Chiiren^TeTh f 5” 

by the members of t m x exhibition of the collections mac 
"iost successS: aid th/ " n": ' “ 

observation of nature on the part oUhllrtes.*’’ 
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by members and 
arranged:— Dec. 4th, 


T n^ on Oct. 15th, at 

West Lodge, by kind permission of Lady Dale, who presided. Mrs 

Die plrln^s’^N^T members on <• Education as understood by 

InH Mrf P Educational Union.” There was a large attendance^ 

and Mrs. Parsons address was much appreciated 
visitors—several of the latter joining the branch. 

Derby.— The following lectures have been 
Annual Sermon, Rev. - Ford, Headmaster of Repton, at St. Werburg^V 
“Character and Home Life.”— Dec. loth, Dr. Rice. Lecture, “The 
Functions of a Child’s Skin.” 

Edinburgh. On Nov. 2nd, an exhibition of “ Collections of Common 
1 hings was held at 29, Charlotte Square. These had been formed by 
the children of members during the holidays. About sixty parents and 
children were present, and had the pleasure of listening to the interesting 
addresses given by Dr. Macdougall and Mr. Godfrey on eggs, egg- 
cases, caterpillars, birds and their nests, etc. Four prizes were awarded 
in the various sections. — The following lectures have been arranged: — On 
Friday, Nov. 29th, at 37, Inverleith Place, Miss Sible will give an account 
of the Chassevant method of teaching music. Wednesday, Dec. 18th, 
F'. Grant Ogilvie, Esq., M.A , B.Sc., F.R.S.E., will lecture on “Some uses 
of the Collections in the Public Museums and Galleries of Edinburgh,” at 
Merchiston Castle, at 4.30 p.m.. Monday, Jan. 27th, at 7, Charlotte 
Square, Miss Buckton — Sesame House — will lecture on “ Some Modern 
Ideals in the Education of Women,” at 4.30 p.m. February, Dr. 
Drummond, author of The ChiLd^ etc., will take for his subject, 
“Adolescence,” at 15, Inverleith Row, at 4.30 p.m. March, The Rev. 
Canon Skrine, Warden of Glenalmond, will read a paper entitled “ Parents 
and Schoolmasters.” The dates and places of meeting of the last two 
lectures will be intimated later. 

Forest Hill.— Hon. Sec., P. B. Thornbery. On Oct. i8th, a well 
attended meeting of the above branch was held at Oakfield, Honor Oa 
Road, when a most interesting and instructive paper w-as read by Mr, 
H. B. Garrod, on “ Dante’s Commedia and its Main Teachings. 

Hampstead.— The first meeting of the new session w-as held on Uc . 


2ist, when Miss Evans lectured on “ How to show children 
Gallery,” illustrated by lantern slides, the chair being taken y . ‘ 

Mullins, Esq., L.C.C., M.A. There were about 8o ^^3 

second meeting was held at the I own Hall, on Nov- 13 > Abbott, 

a very good attendance. In the absence, through illness, of Dr. Abbot 

Mr. Pafon made an ideal chairman. The 

Garnett, C.B. (president of the branch), on J^e L.ter^^^ J 
the Home.” He drew a parallel between the atmospl.^^^^ 

literary atmosphere, and said it .jed herself by heredity, 

in the suitable atmosphere, but exoressed a hope that 

Speaking or .he school, Dr 

secondary schools in the future will ^he moral atmosphere 

touching on bad literature, he ^ ^ainst it Dr. Garnett advocated 

pure in order to safeguard the child ag • f newspapers, 

tales of sport and adventure for boys, and also the reading 


V 
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He personally had been more influenced as a boy by Herodotus and also 
by Plutarch's Lives than by any other books. In contrasting girls and 
boys, he considered girls on the whole more receptive and more interested 
in good literature, and looked on them as missionaries of culture. A good 
discussion followed. There have so far been 17 new subscribers to the 
branch this autumn. The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Dec. 
14th, at 3.30 p.m., at 35, Steele’s Road, when Dr. Helen Webb will lecture 
on Neurotic Children.^’ 

Harrow.— O n November 9th, at Woodridings School, Pinner, a very 
interesting lecture was given by Miss Alice Woods, on ‘‘ Attention.' In 
this she pointed out that there were two kinds of attention — voluntary and 
non-voluntary — conscious life consisting of alternating voluntary and non- 
voluntary attention. The non-voluntary or primitive attention is called 
forth by environment, and is of great educational value, as it allows the 
training to go on without strain ; but that which we need most to cultivate 
is the voluntary attention, for on this all mental discipline, all true moral 
advance must depend. The lecturer said that there was a certain lack of 
attention in the present day, and there were many reasons for it. As one 
of the first remedies she advocated beginning in infancy to train the child 
in habits of attention, giving them few bought toys, and letting them make 
as many of their playthings as possible themselves Children from town 
should visit the same country place year after year, thus getting to know it 
thoroughly in all aspects and seasons. In the schoolroom the subjects 
taught should be grouped together as much as possible — history, literature, 
geography in fact most of the subjects could be linked, thus doing away 
with that break in the lessons w'hich so often takes place every half-hour in 
many schools. A very animated discussion followed on the advisability of 
sending a child to a kindergarten before the age of six, several of the 
audience inclining to an earlier age than that on the score of the child's 
happiness in the company of other children, the superiority of the trained 
indergarten teacher over the frequently inexperienced nurse, and last but 
not least expediency on the mother's part. Miss Woods inclined to the 
opinion that it was better to keep the child at home at least until six years 

in Ihech^i possible. The Rev. T. Darlow was 
the life nf S ^ lecture was given on “ Scenes from 

mixed audien;e^:^^ Evans, whidh kept a 

hZ three-quarters o^ an 

there. ^ ^ power of the voice and subject which kept them 

chfsrT!"ce,Tyde^™""AT”^^^^ Sec. Mrs^ Franklin, 50, Por- 
Oct. 16th, Mrs Clement P Home Ihursday mornings.— On 

lecture, entitled - A Wa^^e"; Cel'foTa Child"""^ 


Mrs. 


Moro). 


at 87, Gloucester 
The lecturer urged that 


-r vvctvcney j 

permission of 

that theTomln'tfc Tn^d^ pict^rlo" interest young children, and 

the scenes of the past beforP^T ^ 3 i\ue in bringing 

chair and opened the discussion Devonshire took the 

a place a. 

y treet (by kind permission of Mrs. 


‘I 
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and 


Battle). Dr. Hector Mackenzie, Physician 

to the Brompton Hospital for diseases of the chest’ hospital, 

lecture on the importance of fresh air for the health^of interesting 

"’Xr,'"sET„a 


lucid account of the tubercle bacillus, Dr Ma;!,;;' , , 
precautions against its invasion, beginning by warn^rS 
engaging consumptive servants He then enU T ^ mothers against 
breathing fresh air by day and by nilt dl„^ »' 

= ^;znaf:nr: rSSrf? 

hearers ; he also kindly promised to allow his most valuable lecture to 
appear in the Pevtew, so that the members of other branches may have an 
opportunity of being benefited by it.— The next lecture is on Monday 
I^c. 9th, at 4.30, on “ Self-control and Sympathy,” by Miss Montgomery 
(Hon. Sec. Royal Albert Memorial College, Exeter), at 47, Gloucester 
Square, Hyde Park (by kind permission of Mrs. W. E. Scott). Tea and 
coffee 4 p.m. 

Leed.s. — The annual general meeting was held on October 23rd, when 
Mr. Robert Bird gave an interesting lecture on “ Children on Sunday." 
He traced the different ideas and thoughts as to the observance of Sunday 
throughout Christian and Jewish history, and pointed out that there was 
no mention of children and no voice raised in their behalf. We have 
therefore to face the child’s Sunday for ourselves, and we must make it a 
day of rest, joy, and worship. He suggested various ways in which Sunday 
might be made joyful to children, while the thought of worship must not 
be lost sight of. There was a very large attendance and a good deal of 
discussion. 

Lewes. — The season opened on Nov. 8th with a well attended meeting. 
Miss Barnard gave a most interesting address on ‘‘ Ihe Briton of the 
future; how shall we educate him ?" which will be continued on Friday, 
Nov. 22nd. The chair was taken by the Rev. D. Lee Elliott. 

Noravood and District — On Oct. 17th, at 31, Gipsy Hill (by kind 
permission of Mrs. Silverlock), Dr. Francis Warner gave a most interesting 
and helpful lecture on the Elements of Training.’’— On Wednesday, 
Nov. 6th, at Bankside, Leigham Court Road, Streatham (by kind per- 
mission of Mrs. Strode), Dr. Louis Robinson lectured on “ Health Problems 
in Early Education. ” This lecture was well attended, and was listened to 
with great interest and appreciation. It was followe ^ 
discussion -Owing to serious illness Dr. Lazarus-Barlow will be unable to 
iveT"ec.l ol Play,h,ngs.’' as advenUed in • • “ 

Wednesday, Dec. 4th. The Hon. Sec., J' 

Mrs. Rice Byrne) to be able to arrange another lect g 

Grange Road. Norwood, on the same date Exhibition will 

READiNG.-JVatural History Club. Members are 

be held on Dec. 7th, 2.30 to 5.30 P ^^’I^nbutions. Collections of shells, 
asked to make special efforts to send c 
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et”"i/bfsho»n'lnd ^ “> 

has been arranged :-Dec. 3rd, Tuesday, 6 to 7 p.m address by the 
Rev Canon Fowler on " Insects,” illnstrated by lantern si, des. Dec^ 7th. 
Saturday 2 to 5.30 p,m., annual Exhibition of work done by members ; 
a, “t^AdLss'^^^ the Rev. Canon Fowler on ■' Insects.” FeK 4th, 
Tuesday 6 to 7 p.m-, address on some Geological subject. March 4th, 

Tuesday' 6 to 7 p.m., address by Mr. Austin on “Snow.’ March i8th. 

Tuesday,’ 6 to 7 p ni., address by Miss Hart-Dayis on “ Ice.” There will 

also be a yisit arranged to the Ice Factory, by kind permission of Mr. W. 

Colebrook The meetings will be held in the Abbey Hall, by kind permis- 
sion of Messrs. Sutton & Sons. Members are allowed to bring friends. 
Library books belonging to the branch may be borrowed by members at 
the close of the meetings.— Children's Quarterly is issued by the 
Reading Branch Natural History Club, price 2S. 2 d., post free for the 
year, or i>\d. per copy. It should be ordered from Mrs. Stanley Hayward. 
Hazlewood, Kendrick Road, Reading. There is also a Quarterly Port- 
folio of paintings, particulars of which can be obtained from Mrs. Hart- 
Dayis, Dunsderi Vicarage, Reading. The Botanical Portfolio is managed 
by Dr. Stansfield, 120, Oxford Road, Reading. Instructions as to 
quarterly subjects of study for these portfolios are printed in The Children's 
Quarterly. 

St. John’s Wood. — The opening meeting of the winter session was 
held on Oct. 28th, at 44, Finchley Road, by kind permission of Mr. and 
Mrs. Doyle Penrose. The Rey. J. Sahyey, M.A., read a most suggestiye 
paper on “ Education and Belief,” the subject which underlies all educa- 
tion, and it is much to be deplored that the members of this branch avail 
themselves so little of the opportunities and privileges offered to them by 
this and other lectures. It is with sincere regret that we have to announce 
that Mrs. Husband will not be able to deliver the December lecture, 
owing to family bereavement. Due notice will be sent to members as 
to altered plans. 

Wakefield and District. — This branch started work for the winter 
session by a meeting on Oct. 14th, when the Bishop, who presided, 
brought particularly before the audience the fact that one principle strongly 
urged by the P.N.E.U. was the necessity of the parent and teacLr 

education. After he had 
poken Miss McCroben, headmistress of the Girls’ High School, gave a 

b ™ “ C“»ivatio„ of rLte in 

were allowed for ^discussion "”of whkll^ literature. Intervals 

meeting was held on Nov. ^th, but owinfto aT 

members were present, and Dr. Reddie.'o, AbboftsMltL^^^^^^ 


NOTES. 


Derbyshire, who was to have given 
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an address on oCan belated reforms 


• J . given an a( 

in education save the British Empire” wac ui 

illness. However, Dr. Wilson very kindly read ^ t*' 

by Dr. Reddie on “The Characteristics of JoL ^ 

be much appreciated. We hope to havp\i? T ’ appeared to 

Reddie on some future occasion -The next mLt' 

when Lady Catherine Milnes Gaskell will reld^a'"n n 
Evenings.” ^ P^per on “Home 

^VANSTEAD and "^Voodfoutt tTwa.. *1. 
this branch held a most successful meeting^ aT bS if 
Woodford, on Oc. s8th. Mrs. Roland Hills Leled about l 2 “’ "l 
this large attendance at the first meeting of the course seems ’ 

o7 tbeV* N F“S'\“.h " '"^7“ b' - i-reasi„ 7 inTer?sn: 17 * 
Of the P.iVE.U. m this neighbourhood. When tea was over. Lady 

Hamdton (Vice-President of the branch) lectured on “The Bekut; of 
Finish, completing her address with readings from Sir To&hua Fitch’s 
Lectures to Teachers. The lecturer commenced- by pointing out the 
value, the art and the extreme necessity of finish, even in the smallest 
details of daily life ; she recommended teaching children its importance 
as early as possible by shewing them the injustice of leaving to others 
(already, perhaps, overtaxed) the work which should really fall to their 
own share. Lady Hannilton c^uestioned whether the modern girl was quite 
as finished in matters of order and deportment as were our grand- 
mothers, and tried to show that as ‘'order was heaven’s first law,” so it 
should be the individuaLs. The value of a small amount of finished work 
was far greater than a larger amount less well done. The training for 
the mind of finishing up everything that was begun was excellent 
discipline. The present-day requisition for quantity rather than quality was 
to be deplored. One thing thoroughly worked out was a guide to the 
mind in working out other subjects that came to hand. The deliberate 
necessary time that finishing olf takes is helpful to the very healthy point 
of leisure in the place of pressure. It should encourage the quality of 
observation, and it should cultivate an eye for detail. It means patience 
in place of hurry, it means a leaning incessantly towards perfection, 
even if unattainable. This idea need not be carried ad absurdum into 
needlework for ever and ever, or that twenty stitches are to be placed 
where ten will serve, but the person who can put in the twenty stitches 
is likely to be able to place the ten well, whereas the person who can 
only plLe the ten knows of no higher perfection of stitching than that 
which does fairly well. There is beauty in roughness of a sort, and 
naturalness of a sort, but the exquisite finish and ^ 

detail tells towards .he (r^.'Mrind 7dt’’ 

family life would'run more smoothly, and probably -vo ting daught^ 
would" be fewer if they each kept their own corner of 

of order. themselves or the young 

keeping she commendea her h 

to train. To preserve them as ang u „ offered useful suggestions 

At the close of the lecture one or two members ottered 
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fhP teachine 7 f tidiness to children ; after which, Mrs. Hayter. in 
p ol U a .0<e of thanks to tha speaker, most ably took up the cudgels 
def no. of the modern girl. She d.d not think girls were more untidy 
Ion ihan heretofore; in fact, she thought theie was strong e.idence of 
“eir lo.e of personal neatness in the many quite new industties thal had 
sprung up to meet their demands ; such factories as those for safe y.pius 
m keep the waist-bands neat, tor instance, also those for the manufacture 
of invisible hair nets and pins to keep hair within ordinary bounds; all 
this rather pointed to the modern girl's love of order than the reverse. As 
,0 deportment, although it was not taught now in conjunction with the 
use of the globes ” as a specific extra subject, yet all modern games and 
drills for girls made for the cultivation of graceful deportment in a far less 
self-conscious manner than when these things were taught by rule and 
rote. The speaker’s remarks were listened to with marked attention, and 
were greated with great applause. Lady Hamilton, in replying, thanked 
Mrs. Hayter for pointing out to her the merits of the girl she so skilfully 
defended, and sincerely hoped the members would make use of their 
Vice-President whenever they felt that her services would in any way 
contribute to the success of the Branch. 

Woking.— A meeting was held at the Christchurch Hall, on Nov. 14th, 
to consider the advisability of forming a branch of the P.N.E.U. An 
interesting address was given by Mrs. Clement Parsons, and a few 
members enrolled themselves. A small committee was formed, with 
Mrs. Livens Hall as Hon. Sec. It is requested that any residents in 
Woking and neighbourhood who are interested in the Union will com- 
municate with her at Riverside, Woking. 



